
Green family members have spent the week preparing for the reunion ac
tivities. Folding hundreds of napkins for the various meals are Lottie Wil
son, Mardie Walker, Josephine McRant, Bertha Breazeaie, Mildred Blocker
and Dorothy Clinton Photos/Barbara Ball
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BLYTHEWOOD - "Hart^' Green was bom
a slave in lower Fairfield Coun^between
1858 and 1860 according to U. S. Federal
Census records," recalled his great grand
daughter Josephine McRant of Bl3^ewood.
"He labored as a farmhand and, at age 20,
married Luq^, a cook on the plantation
where he worked. Hany and Lucy produced
10 children and when he became a free man

later in life,he apparently taught himself to
read and was well thought of by everyone,
including his descendants."

This weekend, more than 160 of the

descendants of Harry and Lucy and of
Harry's great nephew Jim and his wife
Mary, will gather in Blythewood to honor
their ancestors.

"Itwillbe the first time in 30 years thatour
extended family has reunited," said McRant
who is also chairperson of the reunion.
"Each of us descended from either Harry's
family or Jim's family. And while some of us
have moved away over the years, we are all
stillvery close and keep in touch, and we are
so looking forward to this reunion. It's how
we honor our lineage."She lamented that it's
difficult to find information from the 1800s,
especially for slaves for whom there weren't
a lot of records keot "But it has been a iov.
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reunites in Blythewood

Reunion chairwoman Josephine
McRant of Blythewood holds a photo
of her great grandparents, Harry and
Lucy Green.

annexed into Richland County and is
now part of Blythewood. He and his fam
ily were faithful members of Bethel Bap
tist Church," McRant said, "and Hany
died at age 60." She said he left a legacy
of hard work and devout faith.

James 'Jim' Green was bom in 1875 in
Blythewoodas a free man. Hemarried Mary
Tumipseed and they had seven children.
He died in 1983. well over the ase of 100.
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-stons, Barbeig, Beltons, Camaters, Greens.
Palmers, lA^lsons "and"more. Aprodama-
tion was read by Blythewood Mayor J. Mi
chael Ross at Mond^ ni^fs Town Council
meeting declaring the affirmation of the
importance andcommitment f»gimity and
ancestors vdio paved the way for their de-
scendante.' That proclamation recognized
that die unions of Hany and Lucy Green
andJim andMaiyGreen produced entrepre
neurs, teachers, medical professionals, ad-
mihistrators, carpenters and olher produc
tive citizens who, for more than a century
anda half, have contributed to the political
and financial growth and development of
Bl3^ewood, noting thattheGreen &mity is
oneofthelai^gestin thecommunity.

McRant said family members will
converge on Blythewood this week
from as far away as New York, Penn
sylvania and Virginia.

"The hotels in town will be overflowing
withGreens," McRantsaid, lau^iing.

The three-day event will begin on Friday
at 1 p.m. with registration and a fish fiy at
PurityLodge in Ridgew^.OnSaturd^, the
party will move to the Blythewood Recre
ation Center on Boney Road wfliere there
will be a banquet in the gynmasium at 4
p.m.That eveningthere willbe a socialwith
dancing and visiting in Columbia Sundcty
the &mi]y will worship together at their
ancestral church; Bethel Baptist Oiurch in
downtown Blythewood. Following services,
theywill meetinthe fellowship hall fora re
ception before departing, andmary ofthem
will gather oncemore around the grave of
theirancestors and,witiifemity pride, read
again the epitaph on Harry's headstone:
'HarryGreen bom intoslavery. Died Novem
ber28,1918asa fleeman. Hi^ilyrespected
by both races. Was faithfulunto death.'




